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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Letchworth 
Urban  District  Council. 


\Ir.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harvey  and  Gentlemen, 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Orders,  the  following 
report  is  submitted.  It  is  the  twenty-sixth  report  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances  and  vital  statistics  of  your  district. 
The  report  covers  the  period  from  the  ist  January  to  3 1st 
December,  1944.  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  report  is  considerably  curtailed, 
but  it  does  contain  tables  of  vital  statistics  of  the  district 
for  the  years  1939  to  1944  inclusive. 

SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  area  of  the  district  is  4,905  acres. 

Inhabited  Houses.  There  were  5,111  occupied  dwellings 
according  to  the  rate  books  at  31st  December. 

Population.  The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  civi¬ 
lian  population  for  the  year  1944  to  be  20,830.  Having 
regard  to  local  information  at  my  disposal,  21,466  is,  I  think, 
a  more  accurate  estimate.  Undoubtedly,  during  the  year, 
the  population  fluctuated  considerably  from  time  to  time. 
A  number  of  evacuees  returned  to  their  home  towns  and 
war  workers  were  constantly  being  moved  in  and  out. 

Rateable  Value.  The  rateable  value  is  estimated  to  be 
£164,070  and  the  product  of  a  penny  rate  as  £658. 


Vital  Statistics 
Births 


Live  births:  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total 

387 


Males  Females 
212  1 75 


20 


8 


Totals  ...  407  224  183 


This  is  the  highest  number  of  births  ever  recorded  in 
Letchworth  and  the  birth  rate  is  19.5,  which  compares  with 
that  of  17.6  for  England  and  Wales.  The  rate  of  19.5  has 
been  exceeded  before;  in  the  year  1920  it  was  28.0,  in  1921 
it  was  21.3,  in  1923  it  was  20.8,  and  in  1924  it  was  19.9 


Still  births:  Legitimate 

Total 

10 

Males 

5 

Females 

5 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

Totals  ... 

10 

5 

5 

The  still  birth  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 
is  23.8,  and  per  thousand  civilian  population  0.48;  this 
latter  rate  compares  with  the  rate  of  0.50  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Deaths 

Total  206;  Males  93,  Females  113. 

Three  more  than  last  year.  The  death  rate  is  g.8  per 
thousand  civilian  population  and  compares  with  11.6  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes.  There  was  one,  and  the 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  is  therefore  2.4  per  thousand  live 
and  still  births. 


Infant  Mortality 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  17 

Illegitimate  ...  1 


Totals  ...  18 


Males  Females 
10  7 


11  7 


The  rate  per  thousand  live  births  is  44.2  and  compares 
with  the  rate  of  46  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  causes  of  deaths  were: 


Ref. 

No. 

Males 

Females 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

4 

1 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

2 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

0 

9 

Influenza 

1 

2 

>3 

Cancer,  bronchial  cavity,  etc. 

0 

2 

14 

Cancer,  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

2 

15 

Cancer,  breast 

0 

3 

16 

Cancer,  all  other  sites 

9 

13 

17 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

18 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

13 

21 

19 

Heart  disease 

17 

23 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

0 

4 

2 1 

Bronchitis 

5 

4 

O  O 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

3 

1 

24 

Ulcer,  stomach  or  duodenum 

4 

0 

26 

Appendicitis 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

3 

28 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  . 

2 

1 

30 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

1 

31 

Premature  birth 

4 

3 

32 

Congenital  malformations,  injuries, 
etc. 

5 

2 

3.5 

Other  violent  causes 

0 

2 

36 

All  other  causes 

12 

16 

Totals  93  113 


There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year;  there  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria,  measles, 
whooping  cough  or  diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age). 

Tables  I,  II  and  III  give  comparative  vital  statistics  for 
the  years  1939  to  1944  inclusive.  Death  Rates  and  Birth 
Rates  are  based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the 
population  unless  otherwise  stated. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  health  of  the  town  has  been 
remarkably  good  during  the  period,  despite  the  various 
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war-time  difficulties.  One  might  advance  this  as  an  argu¬ 
ment  in  favour  of  the  Garden  City  ideal.  It  is  perfectly 
true  to  state  that  a  great  many  of  the  evacuees  did  un¬ 
doubtedly  return  to  their  home  towns  in  a  better  state  of 
health  and  this  was  in  spite  of  a  large  number  of  cases 
where  two  or  more  families  had  to  reside  in  a  dwelling 
planned  to  house  one  family. 


TABLE  1 


Cancer. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

194- 

No.  of  deaths — 

Males 

15 

8 

16 

19 

9 

12 

Females 

11 

16 

18 

11 

19 

20 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop. 

1.4 

1.1 

1.5 

1.4 

1.3 

1.4 

Puerperal  Sepsis. 

No.  of  cases  notified 

3 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

No.  of  deaths 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Death  rate,  1,000  births  .. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

2.8 

0.0 

No.  of  cases  notified — 

Males 

8 

15 

13 

8 

12 

12 

Females 

2 

5 

5 

7 

4 

6 

Attack  rate,  1,000  pop. 

No.  of  deaths — 

0.5 

0.98 

0.8 

0.7 

0.7 

0.86 

Males 

5 

7 

8 

2 

1 

4 

Females 

2 

3 

4 

3 

— 

1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  cases  notified — 

0.4 

0.5 

0.5 

0.2 

0.04 

0.28 

Males 

4 

3 

5 

6 

6 

4 

Females 

6 

3 

3 

2 

6 

3 

Attack  rate,  1,000  pop.  .. 
No.  of  deaths — 

0.5 

0.29 

0.3 

0.37 

0.5 

0.33 

Males 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Females 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop. 

0.1 

0.04 

0.0 

0.1 

0.04 

0.19 
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*  Special  war-time  figures  given  by  Registrar  General, 
t  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  mid  1939. 

i  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  average  population  for  calculation  of  death  rates. 


TABLE  III 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


1921 

census 

1931 

census 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Birth  rate 

. .  22.4 

15.8 

15.0 

14.6 

14.2 

15.8 

16.5 

17.6 

Death  rate 
Infant 

..  12.1 

12.3 

12.1 

14.3 

12.9 

11.6 

12.1 

11.6 

mortality 

.  83 

66 

50 

55 

59 

49 

49 

46 

One  hundred  and  forty-eight  smaller  towns 
England  and  Wales. 

(25,000- 

—50,000) 

Birth  rate 

.  .  22.7 

15.6 

15.6 

15.7 

16.4 

18.4 

19.4 

20.9 

Death  rate 
Infant 

.  .  — 

11.3 

11.2 

12.8 

13.0 

12.1 

12.7 

12.4 

mortality 

84  62  40  54  56  46 

LETCH  WORTH  URBAN 

46 

44 

Birth  rate 

..  21.3 

15.0 

15.9 

15.3 

12.5 

16.6 

15.7 

19.5 

Death  rate 
Infant 

7.5 

7.8 

11 

9.5 

10.1 

9.06 

9.4 

9.8 

mortality 

55 

41.4 

37 

48 

39 

14 

41 

44.2 

SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

(i)  S/aff.  (See  inside  front  cover.) 

In  April  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  reported  that 
additional  assistance  was  essential.  The  Council  made 
representations  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  sanction  to 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  sanitary  inspector  was 
finally  granted.  The  appointment  was  advertised  in 
November,  but  was  not  actually  filled  until  March  1945. 

(ii)  Other  Services. 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities.  Advantage  has  been  taken  of 
the  services  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Emergency  Labora¬ 
tories.  In  September,  the  local  medical  committee  made 
representations  to  the  Council  for  improved  facilities  for 
the  examination  of  swabs.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
the  reception  of  swabs  at  the  Health  Office  and  for  the  swabs 
to  be  taken  direct  to  the  laboratory  at  Lister  hospital.  This 
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service  commenced  in  October  and  fourteen  swabs  were 
dealt  with.  The  medical  practitioners  now  receive  the 
results  ot  the  examinations  earlier  and  the  new  service  has 
proved  useful. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities.  No  change. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home.  No  change. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  The  Sick  Bay  and 
Clinic  set  up  at  Letchworth  House  to  deal  with  evacuated 
children  continued  to  work  well,  although  the  numbers 
steadily  decreased  during  the  year.  The  other  treatment 
Centres  and  Clinics  have  carried  on  normally  and  are 
doing  excellent  work. 

(e)  Hospitals  (public  and  voluntary).  No  change. 

For  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  reference  should  be  made  to  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA 

1.  (i)  Water.  There  has  been  no  material  change  during 

the  year. 

In  response  to  circular  49/45,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  I  submit  the  following  information: 

(i)  (a)  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality, 

(b)  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity. 

(ii)  The  supply  is  sampled  bacteriologically  every  two 
weeks,  the  samples  being  taken  systematically  at 
the  pumping  stations  and  from  various  points 
within  the  area  of  supply.  The  results  were 
satisfactory.  Chemical  analyses  are  taken  every 
four  weeks.  The  results  were  satisfactory  and 
showed  little  variation. 

(iii)  There  is  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  No  action  was  necessary  to  deal  with  contamina¬ 
tion.  The  whole  supply  is  subjected  to  chlorina¬ 
tion  treatment. 
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(v)  With  the  exception  of  three  cottages  at  Radwell 
in  the  extreme  North-East  and  two  houses  and  a 
petrol  filling  station  and  cafe  at  Jacks  Hill  to  the 
South-West,  all  the  properties  in  the  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  are  provided  with  a  direct  piped  supply  of 
water  from  the  Company’s  mains.  There  are  no 
standpipes.  The  supplies  from  the  private  wells 
are  kept  under  observation  and  they  have  all 
been  checked  by  analysis. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  No  material  change  has 
taken  place.  The  question  of  extending  the  sewage  works 
is  receiving  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Council. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams.  No  change. 

3.  (i)  Closet  accommodation.  At  four  agricultural  cot¬ 
tages  the  pail  closets  were  converted  to  water-closets  during 
the  year. 

(ii)  Public  cleansing.  The  whole  of  this  work  is  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor.  Owing  to 
shortage  of  manpower  and  vehicles  it  proved  increasingly 
difficult  to  maintain  an  efficient  collection  of  house  refuse. 
The  house  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  “  controlled  tipping  ” 
and  this  is  now  done  on  land  adjacent  to  the  Baldock  Urban 
District  Council’s  sewage  works  by  arrangement  with  that 
Authority. 

(iii) ,  (iv),  (v),  (vi),  and  (viii).  These  matters  are  fully  dealt 
with  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(vi i)  Swimming  baths  and  pools,  (a)  Public.  The 
ozone  open  air  swimming  pool  in  the  Norton  Common 
continues  to  be  well  patronized  and  there  were  85, 790 
attendances  ^during  the  year.  A  series  of  samples  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  were 
satisfactory. 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING 

No  new  houses  or  dwellings  were  built  during  the  year. 
Undoubtedly  many  of  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District 
contain  a  large  number  of  occupants,  and  in  order  to 
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ascertain  the  exact  position  it  was  decided  to  make  a  survey. 
It  was  not  possible  to  do  this,  but  at  the  time  of  writing 
it  has  been  commenced,  and  a  full  statement  will  be 
included  in  the  next  report. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

(for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  155 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

subhead  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925.  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  52 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  o 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  subhead) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  sendee  of  formal 
notice : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  its  officers  ...  ...  ...  26 

Housing  Act,  1935 — Overcrowding: 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  11 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  76 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 


9 


SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD 

This  work  was  maintained  throughout  the  year.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  ensure  that  the  public  were  supplied 
with  a  wholesome  milk  of  good  keeping  quality,  but  the 
prevailing  conditions  made  this  difficult. 

SECTION  F.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

1.  General. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  cases  of 
infectious  disease  were  notified  as  compared  with  five 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  during  1943. 

Catarrhal  Jaundice.  This  disease  in  its  varying  forms  has 
been  notifiable  in  this  Region  since  November  1943,  and 
four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  accordance 
with  instructions  full  details  of  the  case  were  transmitted 
to  the  Regional  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
There  was  no  apparent  common  source  of  infection. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  One  case  was  notified,  the  patient 
being  a  boy,  aged  16  years,  who  was  removed  to  the  Lister 
Emergency  Hospital.  It  is  possible  the  patient  contracted 
the  infection  whilst  visiting  a  military  establishment  where 
cases  had  occurred. 

Chicken  Pox.  The  disease  was  not  so  prevalent  as 
during  1943.  when  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  cases 
occurred.  There  were  fifty-four  cases  and  the  five  to  ten  age 
group  was  the  one  principally  affected. 

Diphtheria.  Four  cases  of  the  carrier  type  were  notified 
during  the  year.  The  patients  were  three  student  nurses 
and  one  young  child  at  a  children’s  home,  and  all  were 
removed  to  the  isolation  hospital.  As  far  as  could  be  ascer¬ 
tained  all  the  patients  had  been  immunized. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis.  During  the  year  three  hundred 
and  forty-eight  children  were  immunized.  At  31st 
December  70.3%  of  the  child  population  under  the  age  of 
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five  years  were  immunized,  and  90.9%  of  the  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years.  These  figures 
indicate  that  a  satisfactory  percentage  of  the  child  popula¬ 
tion  is  immunized,  especially  when  one  bears  in  mind  that 
few  children  under  the  age  of  twelve  months  are  treated 
and  that  the  percentage  of  children  between  the  ages  of 
one  year  and  five  years  is  90.4. 

Dysentery.  One  case  of  “  Sonne  ”  type  was  notified,  the 
patient  being  a  male,  aged  47  years,  who  received  hospital 
treatment. 

Erysipelas.  Eleven  cases  were  notified  compared  with 
twelve  during  1943.  One  patient  was  removed  to  the  isola¬ 
tion  hospital,  but  the  majority  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild 
type. 

Measles.  Only  seventeen  cases  were  notified;  two  in 
March,  one  in  June  and  fourteen  in  December.  During 
1943  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  cases  were  notified. 

Pneumonia.  Twenty-two  cases  were  notified,  and  twelve 
of  these  received  hospital  treatment.  Three  of  the  cases 
notified  proved  fatal.  The  death  returns  show  that  there 
were  seven  deaths  from  all  forms  of  pneumonia. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  One  case  was  notified  and  received 
hospital  treatment. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Thirty-nine  cases  were  notified  compared 
with  forty-one  during  1943.  Thirty-eight  cases  were 
removed  to  the  isolation  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths 
and  the  disease  generally  was  of  a  mild  type. 

Undulant  Fever.  One  case  was  brought  to  my  notice 
during  the  year.  The  disease  is  not  notifiable,  and  it  is 
possible  that  other  cases  occurred  Arrangements  were 
made  for  one  particular  supply  of  milk  to  be  heat-treated. 

Whooping  Cough.  There  were  thirty-two  cases  notified, 
compared  with  sixteen  during  1943.  Nine  cases  occurred 
at  a  children’s  home  and  these  were  removed  to  the  isola¬ 
tion  hospital. 


Malaria.  One  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  This 
one  had  been  therapeutically  induced. 

Pemphigus  neonatorum.  Two  cases  were  brought  to  my 
notice. 


2.  Cancer. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  abnormal  prevalence. 
During  the  year  there  were  thirty-two  deaths,  twelve  being 
males  and  twenty  females.  The  death  rate  per  thousand 
civilian  population  was  1.4. 

3.  Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  1925  Regulations 
or  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1944 


Age  Periods 

0  year 
1  „ 

5  „ 

10  „ 

15  „ 

20  „ 

25  „ 

35  „ 

45  „ 

55  „ 

65  and  over 
Totals 

Comparative 
Totals  1943 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


2  1  2  —  —  —  —  — 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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22 
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8 

18 
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10 
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67 

3 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  thank  both  the  Council  and 
my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department  and  in  all  other 
services  for  their  keen  interest  and  co-operation  during  the 
year. 


BERTRAM  SUGGIT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year  1944. 


I  submit  my  fifteenth  annual  report  on  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  1944.  As  in  other  war-time  years 
ordinary  routine  work  had  to  be  considerably  curtailed 
but  all  essential  matters  received  attention.  In  April  I 
reported  that  further  inspectorial  assistance  was  required 
and  representations  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
The  appointment  was  sanctioned  finally,  but  various 
difficulties  caused  delay  and  as  a  result  no  additional  help 
was  obtained  during  the  year. 

Housing.  Once  again  essential  repairs  wrere  asked  for, 
but  the  supervision  involved  a  great  deal  of  work  and  many 
repairs  were  outstanding  for  considerable  periods.  The 
delay  was  generally  due  to  the  shortage  of  materials.  Some 
of  the  older  properties  are  showing  signs  of  extensive  wear 
and  tear  and  this  applies  particularly  to  the  small  type 
house  owned  by  the  occupier.  In  many  cases  the  owner  has 
for  various  reasons  vacated  the  property  which  is  now  let. 
Sometimes  the  property  is  mortgaged  and  the  owner  has 
little  money  available  for  repairs. 

Overcrowding  received  as  much  attention  as  practicable; 
three  cases  were  abated,  and  several  others  were  relieved 
to  a  considerable  extent  and  living  and  sleeping  conditions 
were  improved.  Houses  planned  for  the  occupation  of  one 
family  in  many  instances  are  now  occupied  by  two  or  more 
families.  The  “  permitted  number”  of  occupants  may  not 
be  exceeded,  but  actual  living  and  sleeping  conditions  may 
be  far  from  satisfactory.  Provision  of  additional  housing 
accommodation  is  the  only  solution. 

Verminous  conditions  showed  a  decrease  and  this  is  all 
to  the  good.  The  case  of  the  aged  person  living  alone  and 
often  incapable  of  properly  caring  for  themselves,  always 
presents  considerable  difficulties.  Two  such  cases  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year. 
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Nuisances.  All  complaints  received  were  investigated 
and  the  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  effect  abatement 
where  necessary.  There  was  not  quite  so  much  trouble 
due  to  the  keeping  of  poultry,  rabbits  and  other  utility 
livestock,  but  some  of  the  stock  is  still  badly  housed  and 
these  cases  will  have  to  receive  attention  when  materials 
become  more  readily  available,  as  nuisance  to  adjoining 
occupiers  is  always  apt  to  occur. 

As  in  1943.  further  trouble  occurred  owing  to  the  quota 
of  new  dustbins  bein'?  insufficient  to  meet  the  demand. 
Representations  had  to  be  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  increased  supplies,  and  these  were  obtained  after  some 
delay.  The  question  is  more  serious  at  the  present  time 
when  it  is  difficult  to  maintain  a  regular  and  frequent 
collection  of  house  refuse. 

Rats.  Since  November  1943  the  County  Council  have 
authorized  inspections  to  be  made  on  their  behalf  and 
consequently  the  number  of  visits  shows  an  increase.  Many 
of  the  industrial  undertakings  and  agricultural  holdings  are 
now  systematically  treated  by  either  the  County  Authority 
or  private  linns,  and  this  has  undoubtedly  caused  a  con¬ 
siderable  reduction  of  the  rat  population.  Regular  and 
systematic  treatment  during  the  whole  year  proves  much 
more  effective  than  concentrated  effort  during  a  “  rat  week.” 
The  rat  tail  scheme  did  not  prove  attractive  to  the  public 
and  only  seven  tails  were  brought  in.  It  is  apparent  that 
the  bonus  of  one  penny  per  tail  is  insufficient. 

Meat  and  other  foods.  The  number  of  animals  slaugh¬ 
tered  at  the  Regional  slaughterhouse  shows  a  considerable 
increase  and  meat  inspection  had  to  be  carried  out  at  all 
hours,  including  Sundays  and  Bank  holidays,  etc. 
Centralized  slaughter  does  afford  better  control  and  safe¬ 
guards  the  public,  but  it  does  strain  the  resources  of  the 
Local  Authority  where  the  regional  slaughterhouse  is 
situated.  At  Letchworth,  killing  is  now  undertaken  for  the 
whole  of  North  Herts  with  a  population  of  over  90.000. 
Regular  supervision  was  made  of  the  wholesale  meat  depot 
and  of  the  handling  and  transport  of  meat  and  offals. 
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Butchers’  shops  and  food  preparing  places  were  visited  as 
often  as  practicable. 

Again  it  proved  difficult  to  ensure  that  the  public  were 
supplied  with  a  wholesome  milk  of  good  keeping  quality. 
All  complaints  of  bad  keeping  quality  were  investigated 
and  tests  were  made  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  milk. 
A  close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  Provincial  Dairy 
Bacteriologist  and  the  officers  of  the  County  Council  and 
of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  large  amount  of  unsound  canned 
and  other  foods  was  dealt  with  during  the  year.  During 
recent  years  it  has  become  the  practice  for  many  retailers  to 
ask  for  advice  in  all  cases  of  doubt.  This  is  all  to  the  good; 
in  the  first  place  it  prevents  the  sale  of  unsound  food  to  the 
public,  and  secondly  it  prevents  unnecessary  waste,  as  it 
is  often  possible  to  salvage  part  of  the  consignment  under 
suspicion. 

Factories.  Many  visits  were  made  to  ensure  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Order,  but  time  did 
not  permit  of  a  systematic  inspection  of  all  factories.  The 
Council  refused  to  grant  one  application  for  a  Certificate 
under  section  34  that  the  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 
were  adequate.  An  appeal  against  this  decision  was  made, 
but  it  was  dismissed  by  the  magistrates.  The  premises  are 
no  longer  used  as  a  factory. 


GENERAL  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts): 
(a)  Visits  and  Inspections'. 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

Houses  re-inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ... 

Houses  re-inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
Houses  visited  re  defective  dustbins 

Housing  Survey:  Form  A  primary  . 

„  „  „  A  secondary  ... 

„  „  „  B  primary  . 

„  „  „  B  secondary  ... 

Visits  to  overcrowded  houses 

Inhabited  vans  inspected  . 


80 

23 

S2 

20 

243 

1 

239 


23 

32 
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Nuisances  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

Systematic  inspections  of  district  ...  ...  ...  53 

Special  investigations  re  water  courses  and  ditches  ...  20 

„  „  sewers  .  11 

,,  „  smells  ...  ...  ...  n 

„  „  pigeons  .  31 

Visits  and  inspections  to  entertainment  premises  ...  2 

,,  „  of  swimming  baths  ...  ...  17 

„  ,,  of  waterworks  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  to  burial  grounds  ...  ...  1 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drains — smoke  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drains — water  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Drains — coloured  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  to  works  outstanding  and  in  progress  ...  ...  485 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  252 

Number  of  statutory,  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  — 

Visits  to  stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Visits  to  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Visits  to  fowl  runs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Visits  to  refuse  tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Visits  re  rat  infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  586 

Visits  to  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Exhibition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Samples  of  effluent  submitted  for  analysis  ...  ...  — 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  analysis  ...  ...  — 

Special  Emergency  Duties: 

General  Civil  Defence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  219 

Evacuation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Feeding  Centres  and  British  Restaurant  ...  ...  80 

Emergency  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Emergency  Mortuary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Nursery  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Food  Waste  Collection  and  Salvage  ...  ...  . ..  129 

Troop  Billets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Emergency  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hostels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Rest  Shelters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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(h)  Nuisances  Abated  and  Repair  Work  Carried  out: 


Choked  drains  cleared  and  put  into  proper  order  ...  54 

Choked  W.C.s  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dra  ins  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Inspection  chambers  built  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  12 

Inspection  chamber  covers  provided  ...  ...  ...  11 

Intercepting  traps  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  5 

W.C.s  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  16 

W.C.s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Urinals  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fresh  Air  inlets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Gullies  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Sinks  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Lavatory  basins  and  baths  fixed  or  renewed  ...  ...  11 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  20 

Pail  closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pail  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Chemical  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Septic  tanks  built  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cesspools  emptied  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  7 

Wells  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  • — 

Eaves,  guttering  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or 

renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  to 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  •••  58 

Yard  paving  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  9 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Doors  and  door  frames  repaired  or  renewed .  18 

Windows  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed  .  19 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  .  11 

Fireplaces  and  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  .  1 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  .  5 

Hot  water  systems  repaired  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Coppers  provided  or  repaired  .  4 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . 20 
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Food  Stores  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ceilings  and  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

External  rendering  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  9 

Brickwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Damp  proof  courses  renewed  or  provided  ...  ...  4 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Dairies  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cowsheds  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cowsheds  reconditioned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Bakehouses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Slaughterhouses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lairages  and  stables  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Filthy  ditches  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises  and  sheds  ratproofed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Premises  gassed  for  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Premises  baited  for  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Trapping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rat  tails  brought  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ponds  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Ponds  treated  for  mosquitoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Refuse  tips  treated  for  flies  and  crickets  ...  ...  13 

'Wasp  nests  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 


(c)  Infestations: 


Bugs 

Council  Houses 
5 

Fleas 

2 

Scabies 

3 

Lice 

2 

Crickets 

— 

Ants 

3 

Beetles  and 

Cock- 

roaches 

1 

Other  Houses 
26 

9 

6 


Visits 

1 1 1 

5 

16 

9 
1 1 

17 


0 


1 
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Council  Houses  Other  Houses  Visits 


Wasps 

7 

39 

91 

Flies 

2 

2 

8 

Moths 

1 

3 

4 

Earwigs 

1 

4 

5 

SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Visits  and  Inspections'. 

To  abattoir 

...  776 

To  food  preparing 

butchers’  shops 

...  152 

places 

58 

butchers’  vans 

...  25 

dairies 

279 

lish  shops  ... 

...  62 

cowsheds  ... 

45 

other  food  shops 

...  214 

ice  cream  vendors 

cafes 

26 

hawkers  of  food  ... 

80 

bakehouses 

...  25 

(b)  Carcases  examined : 

(1)  At  abattoir: 

Cows 

..  1,607 

Calves  ...  ...  2 

•493 

Heifers 

••  943 

Sheep  ...  ...  6 

-492 

Bulls 

130 

Pigs  ...  ...  1 

,302 

Bullocks  ... 

..  2,198 

(2)  At  shops,  other  premises  and  vans: 

Beasts 

...  71 

Sheep 

129 

Calves 

...  7 

Pigs 

52 

(c)  Condemned  as  u 

nfit  for  human  food: 

(1)  At  abattoir: 

93  cow  carcases 

38  calf  carcases 

14  other  beasts’ 

carcases 

1  hindquarter  Eng 

lish 

4  sides  English  beef 

veal 

80  forequarters 

English 

21  lb.  English  veal 

beef 

14  calf  heads 

31  hindquarters  English 
beef 

1,852  lb.  English  beef 
536  beasts’  heads 
1,97b  lungs 

118  hearts 

1,037  livers 

308  kidneys 


4- 

1 

8 

61 


plucks 
luno;s 

O 


livers 
kidneys 
spleens 
mesenteries 
64  other  organs 
52  sheep  carcases 


25 

19 


20 


4-34 

beasts'  mesenteries 

3  foreq 

uarters  Engli 

1S7 

spleens 

mutton 

1  ’4 1 3 

other  organs 

139  lb.  English  mutton 

3  2 

pig  carcases 

20  sheep 

heads 

10 

forequarters  English 

44 

plucks 

pork 

!7 

lungs 

452 

lb.  English  pork 

150 

livers 

94 

pigs’  heads 

50 

kidneys 

1 1 1 

plucks 

10 

mesenteries 

107 

lungs 

67 

spleens 

58 

livers 

>45 

other  organs 

240 

kidneys 

220 

mesenteries 

205 

spleens 

307 

other  organs 

Total  weight,  131,040  lb. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
(EXCLUDING  SHOPS) 


No. 

killed 

Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

cows 

3,271 

Cows 

1,607 

Calves 

2  493 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

6,492 

Pigs 

1,302 

No. 

inspected 

3,271 

1,607 

2,493 

6,492 

1,302 

All 

(1) 

Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

1 

15 

16 

52 

25 

(2) 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

305 

256 

17 

229 

163 

(3) 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis 

9.3 

16.8 

1.3 

4.3 

14.4 

T uberculosis  only 

(1)  Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

13 

78 

22 

7 

(2) 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

337 

477 

4 

112 

(3) 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

10.7 

34.5 

1.04 

9.1 

21 


Cow  udder  infection.  During  the  year  a  careful 
examination  was  made  of  the  udders  of  all  cows  slaugh¬ 
tered,  and  the  results  were  as  follows: 

Number  of  cows  slaughtered  ...  ...  1,607 

Tubercular  type  lesions  found  in  udder 
and/or  supramammary  lymphatic 

glands  .  128  or  7.96% 

Other  infection  of  udder  ...  ...  169  or  10.52% 

Total  udder  infection  ...  297  or  18.48% 


(2)  At  wholesale  depot,  shops  and  vans: 
2  hindquarters  English 


beef 

130  lb.  English  beef 

40  lb.  imported  beef 
1  beast’s  liver 

41  lb.  English  mutton 
169  lb.  imported  mutton 
147  II).  English  pork 
729  lb.  imported  pork 

1  pig's  head 
2,006  lb.  bacon 
26  lb.  ham 
17  lb.  sausage  meat 

131  lb.  sausages 
25  sausage  rolls 

224  lb.  sausage  rusk  meal  • 
164  meat  pies 

13  boxes  herrings 

14  boxes  fish  fillets 
6  boxes  mixed  fish 

29  lb.  mixed  fish 
98  fish  cakes 
28  lb.  suet 
56  lb.  butter 
68  lb.  cheese 
41  sacks  flour 


6  lb.  flour 
36  lb.  beans 
1 12  lb.  pearl  barley 

5  packets  patent  barley 
61  packets  breakfast  food 

581  imported  eggs 
448  lb.  sugar 
9  lb.  tea 
1  can  dried  milk 
523  cans  condensed  milk 
51  cans  beef 
91  cans  pork 

1  can  brawn 

6  cans  tongue 

91  cans  meat  products 
370  cans  fish 
216  cans  vegetables 
36  cans  fruit 
32  lb.  jam 

71  lb.  marmalade  and 
preserves 
25  lb.  prunes 
25  lb.  raisins 
29  lb.  sultanas 

7  jars  pickles 

2  jars  relish 


(d)  Slaughter  of  Animals : 

Regular  notices  of  slaughter  received 


1 


Notices  of  occasional  or  emergency  slaughter 


received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Applications  for  licences  to  slaughter  animals  ...  13 
Number  of  licences  granted  to  slaughtermen  ...  13 

Amount  of  fees  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  14/- 


(e)  Milk  Supply: 

Six  farms  are  registered,  five  being  licensed  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  Accredited  milk.  There  are  ten  retail  purveyors 
of  milk,  eight  having  premises  within  the  Urban  District. 
Five  are  licensed  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  milk;  one 
holds  a  supplementary  licence  to  retail  Accredited  milk; 
there  is  one  producer /retailer  of  Accredited  milk;  one 
retailer  is  licensed  to  pasteurize  and  sell  pasteurized  milk. 

Summary  of  results  of  milk  samples  taken  1944. 

Tuberculin  Accredited 
Tested  milk  milk 


Number  taken 

2 1 

7 

7 

Methylene  blue  test  satisfied 

17 

failed 

4 

B.  Coli.  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

6 

5 

Present 

15 

0 

Bacterial  Count — number  submitted 

18 

6 

Highest  count 

O 

663,600 

46,400 

Lowest 

14,400 

4,000 

Average 

81,016 

17^33 

Resazurin  Test — number  submitted 

15 

6 

Class  A  (market) 

!3 

6 

B  . 

1 

— 

C  . 

1 

— 

Pasteurized 

Ordinal- 

Number  taken 

milk 

19 

3 

milk 

69 

38 

Methylene  blue  test — 

number  submitted 

satisfied 

3 

3i 

failed 

7 

*3 


Pasteurized  Ordinary 


milk 

milk 

B.  Coli — number  submitted 

!3 

63 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

12 

3i 

Present 

1 

32 

Bacterial  Count — number  submitted 

18 

65 

Highest  count 

80,000 

481,600 

Lowest 

1.600 

1,300 

Average 

18,351 

69,671 

Phosphatase  Test — 

Number  submitted  ... 

l6 

18 

Passed  ... 

13 

9 

Failed  ... 

3 

9 

Resazurin  Test — number  submitted 

31 

Class  A  (market) 

— 

25 

B  . 

— 

5 

C  . 

— 

1 

Milk  Acidity  Tests 

Number  carried  out  at  office  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(f)  Adulteration : 

The  County  Council  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
for  the  district,  the  officer  being  G.  F.  Hart,  Esq.,  and  all 
complaints  of  adulterated  food  were  refenred  to  him. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

(a)  Visits  and  inspections'. 

re  diphtheria  immunization 
venereal  disease  propaganda 
typhus  control  ... 

to  infected  houses 

children’s  and  nursing  homes 
schools 

Number  of  school  notices  sent  ... 

(b)  Disinfection: 

General  cases 

Schoolrooms 


10 

2 

3 

5°° 

25 

21 

70 


1 1 2  rooms 
3 


24 


2 


Hospital  wards 

Tuberculosis  cases 

Evacuation  and  Civil  Defence 

Vehicles 

Library  books 

Disinfestation 

Bedding  stoved : 

Mattresses 

Pillows 

Bedding  destroyed : 

Mattresses 


21  rooms 
48 

3 

30 

86 


5 

4 

2 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 


Inspections  Notices 

Mechanical  factories  112  7 

Non-mechanical  factories  .  30  1 

Workplaces  .  ^g  2 

Defects  found  and  remedied 


Found  Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  8  8 

Want  of  ventilation  ...  .  x  x 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2  2 

Sanitary  accommodation 

Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  2  2 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ...  _  _ 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  ...  _  _ 

Other  offences  ...  ...  ..  9  q 


PETROLEUM  ACTS 


Visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  6G 

Number  of  contraventions  found  ...  .  3 

Number  remedied  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  licences  granted 

(a)  petroleum  spirit  and  products  .  38 

(b)  carbide  of  calcium  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

Amount  of  fees  received  £21  5s.  tod. 


SHOPS  ACTS 


Number  of  shops  on  Register  . 212 

Visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  contraventions  found  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1 

GAME  LICENCES 

Visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Amount  of  fees  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5/- 

HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS— BYELAWS 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  contraventions  found  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1 

Notwithstanding  the  pressure  of  emergency  duties  it  will 
be  noted  that  a  considerable  amount  of  normal  routine 
work  was  carried  out  and  this  was  only  accomplished  by 
the  loyal  co-operation  of  all  concerned.  I  again  wish  to 
record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  ready  assistance 
of  Mr.  B.  J.  Drew. 


ARTHUR  JUMP 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


The  Council  House, 
Letchworth. 


June  1945. 


